Eyes On the Prize

Matthew 24:4-8 CSB17

Jesus replied to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my
name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and they will deceive many. You are going to hear of
wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, because these things must take
place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these events are the
beginning of labor pains.

2 Peter 2:1-3 CSB17

There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought
them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved ways,
and the way of truth will be maligned because of them. They will exploit you in their greed
with made-up stories. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their
destruction does not sleep.

2 Peter 3:3-7 NAS95

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following
after their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the
fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” For when
they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long
ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that
time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and
earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly
men.

Matthew 24:9-14 CSB17

“Then they will hand you over to be persecuted, and they will kill you. You will be hated
by all nations because of my name. Then many will fall away, betray one another, and hate
one another. Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. Because lawlessness will
multiply, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to
all nations, and then the end will come.

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 CSB17

According to God’s grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master
builder, and another builds on it. But each one is to be careful how he builds on it. For no
one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus
Christ. If anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or
straw, each one’s work will become obvious. For the day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each one’s work. If anyone’s work that he
has built survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will
experience loss, but he himself will be saved—Dbut only as through fire.

2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 CSB17



Therefore, we ourselves boast about you among God’s churches—about your
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and afflictions that you are enduring. It is
clear evidence of God’s righteous judgment that you will be counted worthy of God’s
kingdom, for which you also are suffering, since it is just for God to repay with affliction
those who afflict you and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us. This will take
place at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels, when he
takes vengeance with flaming fire on those who don’t know God and on those who don’t
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will pay the penalty of eternal destruction from the
Lord’s presence and from his glorious strength on that day when he comes to be glorified
by his saints and to be marveled at by all those who have believed, because our testimony
among you was believed.

2 Corinthians 5:10 CSB17
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may be repaid for
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

Matthew 25:14-30 CSB17

“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey. He called his own servants and entrusted
his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two talents, and to another
one talent, depending on each one’s ability. Then he went on a journey. Immediately the
man who had received five talents went, put them to work, and earned five more. In the
same way the man with two earned two more. But the man who had received one talent
went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s money.

“After a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. The
man who had received five talents approached, presented five more talents, and said,
‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I’ve earned five more talents.’

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful over a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master’s joy.’

“The man with two talents also approached. He said, ‘Master, you gave me two talents. See,
I’ve earned two more talents.’

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful over a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master’s joy.’

“The man who had received one talent also approached and said, ‘Master, I know you.
You’re a harsh man, reaping where you haven’t sown and gathering where you haven'’t
scattered seed. So I was afraid and went off and hid your talent in the ground. See, you
have what is yours.’ “His master replied to him, ‘You evil, lazy servant! If you knew that I
reap where I haven’t sown and gather where I haven’t scattered, then you should have
deposited my money with the bankers, and I would have received my money back with
interest when I returned.

“‘So take the talent from him and give it to the one who has ten talents. For to everyone
who has, more will be given, and he will have more than enough. But from the one who



does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. And throw this good-for-
nothing servant into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 CSB17

Listen, I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. For this corruptible body must
be clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal body must be clothed with immortality.

1 Corinthians 15:20-26 CSB17

For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also comes through a
man. For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. {[But each in his
own order: Christ, the firstfruits; afterward, at his coming, those who belong to Christ. Then
comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when he abolishes all
rule and all authority and power. For he must reign until he puts all his enemies under his
feet. The last enemy to be abolished is death.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 CSB17

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are still alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we will always be with the Lord.

Zechariah 14:4-9 CSB17

Then the LORD will go out to fight against those nations as he fights on a day of battle. On
that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. The
Mount of Olives will be split in half from east to west, forming a huge valley, so that half the
mountain will move to the north and half to the south. You will flee by my mountain valley,
for the valley of the mountains will extend to Azal. You will flee as you fled from the
earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come and all
the holy ones with him. On that day there will be no light; the sunlight and moonlight will
diminish. It will be a unique day known only to the LORD, without day or night, but there
will be light at evening. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it
toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea, in summer and winter
alike. On that day the LORD will become King over the whole earth—the LORD alone, and
his name alone.

Revelation 19:11-16 CSB17

Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse. Its rider is called Faithful and
True, and he judges and makes war with justice. His eyes were like a fiery flame, and many
crowns were on his head. He had a name written that no one knows except himself. He
wore a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called the Word of God. The armies that
were in heaven followed him on white horses, wearing pure white linen. A sharp sword
came from his mouth, so that he might strike the nations with it. He will rule them with an
iron rod. He will also trample the winepress of the fierce anger of God, the Almighty. And
he has a name written on his robe and on his thigh: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.



Revelation 20:4-6 CSB17

Then I saw thrones, and people seated on them who were given authority to judge. I also
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and
because of the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and who had
not accepted the mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand
years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares
in the first resurrection! The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests
of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

Revelation 20:11-15 CSB17

Then I saw a great white throne and one seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from his
presence, and no place was found for them. I also saw the dead, the great and the small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is
the book of life, and the dead were judged according to their works by what was written in
the books. Then the sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the
dead that were in them; each one was judged according to their works. Death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And anyone
whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:1-7 CSB17

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. Then I heard a
loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with
them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their God.
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and
pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. Then the one seated
on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” He also said, “Write, because
these words are faithful and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the
water of life. The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he
will be my son.

Revelation 21:23-22:5 CSB17

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God
illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never close by day because it will never
be night there. They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. Nothing unclean
will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those written in
the Lamb’s book of life. Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the city’s main street.
The tree of life was on each side of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its
fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations, and there will no
longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants
will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. Night will



be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, because the
Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever

Philippians 3:20-21 CSB17

but our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly wait for a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ. He will transform the body of our humble condition into the likeness of his glorious
body, by the power that enables him to subject everything to himself.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 CSB17

About the times and the seasons: Brothers and sisters, you do not need anything to be
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come just
like a thief in the night. When they say, “Peace and security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you,
brothers and sisters, are not in the dark, for this day to surprise you like a thief. For you are
all children of light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness.
So then, let us not sleep, like the rest, but let us stay awake and be self-controlled. For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be self-controlled and put on the armor of faith and love, and a
helmet of the hope of salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we
may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as
you are already doing.

Hebrews 12:1-2 CSB17

Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay
aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the
race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith.



